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If not, whither do we next fall back? The line which suggests itself
is the old German line on Vimy Ridge, held by the enemy for the best
part of four years, a line which Nature has done so much to design.
But are we, in fact, preparing that line or preparing it in any marked
degree? So far as we know, the Allies are not.
In our view the Allied Front in the North is more vulnerable than it
ought to be, or need be. Enormous numbers of workmen could be
employed, diggers, concrete-makers, builders. Precious time has been
lost. Every day is important. The ideal would be to construct a true
Maginot Line along the whole Belgian Frontier. That is impossible
now, but the nearer we get to that ideal the better.
2. Equipment:
Deficiencies still exist. A few examples follow:
We have only one Tank Battalion in France. It has 50 Infantry
tanks which are Mark 1. They are not numerous enough, modern
enough, or big enough. We urgently need tanks three or four times
the size which will fire 2" shells. We haven't got them. These tanks of
ours (size about 30 tons) may find themselves opposing 80- or 100-ton
German tanks. We have no precise knowledge of the size of German
tanks.
(We possess, of course, in France other and smaller tanks than the
infantry tanks, tanks manned by ex-cavalry and used mainly for
reconnaissance.)
Our armoured cars will stop a bullet but not much (if anything)
more. They cannot (as the French cars can) be driven backwards as
easily as forwards. Ours must go into reverse. In short, ours are
out of date.
At the end of December a captain in the Royal Fusiliers asked us to
point out that not ten per cent of his men had battle dress and few of
them when up in the Maginot Line in 20 degrees of frost had a pair of
gloves.
In November the Intelligence officer of a brigade informed us that
their Infantry battalions still lacked their full complement of mortars.
Instead of two per platoon, they had about two per battalion and
half of those lacked sights.
Of our infantrymen and gunners who now possess gum boots, the
bulk have bought them out of their own pay.
Our battalion in the forward outposts in the Maginot Line is given
two Tommy-guns (sawn-off machine-guns) for patrol work. Those
guns are handed over to the incoming battalion (that is, from one
battalion to another). Is this because we possess only two such guns?
Other examples could be given.
In our view the army is overmechanised.   We are now importing